
 
MEMBER BYLAWS PROPOSAL #6 

 
SPONSORS:  Keith Laube and Doug Jones - both Sustaining Members of LPCO 
 
SIGNATURES:   

    
 

RATIONALE:  For many years Delegates have used NOTA nominating speeches as a 
method of grandstanding, which results in longer conventions and adds no value to the 
voting delegation. 
 
 
CURRENT LANGUAGE: 
 

CONVENTION STANDING RULES 

 
Rule 3: Director Nominations and Balloting 

 

(a) The Chair shall announce which Director positions are open for election in the 

order in which they appear in the Bylaws.  The list of the names of the candidates 

for Director positions shall be posted or projected in lieu of being read.  Director 

positions to be elected to full terms shall be elected first, followed by Director 

positions to be elected to complete a term. 

(b) Nominations and/or declarations, nominating speeches, and elections shall take 

place in the order outlined above.  A nominating speech for “None of the Above” 

may be offered for any Director position.  The total duration of candidate and 

nominating speeches for each candidate (and also for NOTA) shall be no longer 

than five (5) minutes.  Speech order between candidates for a position shall be 

determined by random draw. 

(c) Voting for Director positions shall be conducted via the following method: 

(1) For each ballot for a Director position, each Delegate shall vote for either one 

candidate or NOTA.  Voting for both one candidate and NOTA, or for more 

than one candidate, shall disqualify the ballot. 

(2) If upon tallying the ballots, no candidate earns a majority of the ballots cast, 

the lowest vote-earner (excluding NOTA) shall be dropped from the next 

ballot.  Candidates so dropped shall have, if they desire, one (1) minute to 

speak. 

(3) If NOTA earns a majority, then the Director position shall be reopened to new 

nominations, except that the candidates previously nominated shall be 

ineligible. 

 



Rule 4: Partisan Public Office Nominations and Balloting (When Applicable) 

 

(a) The Campaigns Director shall include in his report and announce a list of 

partisan public offices open for election in the following order. Nonpartisan offices 

shall not be included. 

(1) Federal Offices: 

(i) Presidential Electors 

(ii) U.S. Senate 

(iii) U.S. House of Representatives, in order of district number 

(2) Statewide offices: 

(i) Governor 

(ii) Lieutenant Governor 

(iii) Secretary of State 

(iv) Treasurer 

(v) Attorney General 

(vi) University of Colorado Regents at-large 

(3) State districted offices, in order of district number: 

(i) Board of Education 

(ii) University of Colorado Regents 

(iii) Senate 

(iv) Representative 

(v) District Attorney 

(vi) Coroner 

(4) County offices, in alphabetical order by county: 

(i) Sheriff 

(ii) Clerk and Recorder 

(iii) Treasurer 

(iv) Assessor 

(v) County Commissioner, in order of district number 

(b) The Chair shall report and cause to be projected the offices in the order they 

appear in Rule 4(a). 

(c) Nominations and/or declarations, nominating speeches, and elections shall take 

place in the order outlined in Rule 4(a).  The total duration of candidate and 

nominating speeches and questions for each candidate shall be no longer than 

four (4) minutes.  A nominating speech for NOTA may be offered for any public 

office.  NOTA is always a voting choice (non-suspendable) but is not considered 

to be a candidate.  For each ballot for a nomination, each Delegate shall vote for 

either candidate(s) or NOTA, but not both.  Voting for both candidate(s) and 

NOTA shall disqualify the ballot. 

(d) Should a written ballot be required, the candidate(s) (or NOTA) that the 

Delegates choose to vote for shall be written in by the Delegates on the ballots 

they receive, using the approval voting process (non-suspendable).  Delegates 



shall legibly print their name and sign each of their ballots.  Any ballot with an 

illegibly-printed name shall be disqualified. 

(e) Should NOTA win the nomination for a partisan office, nominations may be 

reopened for one additional round of voting, with only new candidates eligible to 

run, plus NOTA.  If NOTA wins this additional round, then there will be no 

candidate for that race (non-suspendable). 

 
 
AMENDMENT WITH MARKUP: 
 

CONVENTION STANDING RULES 

 

Rule 3: Director Nominations and Balloting 

 

(a) The Chair shall announce which Director positions are open for election in the 

order in which they appear in the Bylaws.  The list of the names of the candidates 

for Director positions shall be posted or projected in lieu of being read.  Director 

positions to be elected to full terms shall be elected first, followed by Director 

positions to be elected to complete a term. 

(b) Nominations and/or declarations, nominating speeches, and elections shall take 

place in the order outlined above.  A nominating speech for “None of the Above” 

(NOTA) may be offered for any Director position.  The total duration of candidate 

and nominating speeches for each candidate (and also for NOTA) shall be no 

longer than five (5) minutes.  To respect the time of the Delegates, any 

nominating speech for NOTA that does not provide specific reasons why a 

candidate(s) should not be elected may be terminated abruptly at the discretion 

of the Chair.  Speech order between candidates for a position shall be 

determined by random draw. 

(c) Voting for Director positions shall be conducted via the following method: 

(1) For each ballot for a Director position, each Delegate shall vote for either one 

candidate or NOTA.  Voting for both one candidate and NOTA, or for more 

than one candidate, shall disqualify the ballot. 

(2) If upon tallying the ballots, no candidate earns a majority of the ballots cast, 

the lowest vote-earner (excluding NOTA) shall be dropped from the next 

ballot.  Candidates so dropped shall have, if they desire, one (1) minute to 

speak. 

(3) If NOTA earns a majority, then the Director position shall be reopened to new 

nominations, except that the candidates previously nominated shall be 

ineligible. 

 

Rule 4: Partisan Public Office Nominations and Balloting (When Applicable) 

 



(a) The Campaigns Director shall include in his report and announce a list of 

partisan public offices open for election in the following order. Nonpartisan offices 

shall not be included. 

(1) Federal Offices: 

(iv) Presidential Electors 

(v) U.S. Senate 

(vi) U.S. House of Representatives, in order of district number 

(2) Statewide offices: 

(vii) Governor 

(viii) Lieutenant Governor 

(ix) Secretary of State 

(x) Treasurer 

(xi) Attorney General 

(xii) University of Colorado Regents at-large 

(3) State districted offices, in order of district number: 

(vii) Board of Education 

(viii) University of Colorado Regents 

(ix) Senate 

(x) Representative 

(xi) District Attorney 

(xii) Coroner 

(4) County offices, in alphabetical order by county: 

(vi) Sheriff 

(vii) Clerk and Recorder 

(viii) Treasurer 

(ix) Assessor 

(x) County Commissioner, in order of district number 

(b) The Chair shall report and cause to be projected the offices in the order they 

appear in Rule 4(a). 

(c) Nominations and/or declarations, nominating speeches, and elections shall take 

place in the order outlined in Rule 4(a).  The total duration of candidate and 

nominating speeches and questions for each candidate shall be no longer than 

four (4) minutes.  A nominating speech for NOTA may be offered for any public 

office.  To respect the time of the Delegates, any nominating speech for NOTA 

that does not provide specific reasons why a candidate(s) should not be elected 

may be terminated abruptly at the discretion of the Chair.  NOTA is always a 

voting choice (non-suspendable) but is not considered to be a candidate.  For 

each ballot for a nomination, each Delegate shall vote for either candidate(s) or 

NOTA, but not both.  Voting for both candidate(s) and NOTA shall disqualify the 

ballot. 

(d) Should a written ballot be required, the candidate(s) (or NOTA) that the 

Delegates choose to vote for shall be written in by the Delegates on the ballots 

they receive, using the approval voting process (non-suspendable).  Delegates 



shall legibly print their name and sign each of their ballots.  Any ballot with an 

illegibly-printed name shall be disqualified. 

(e) Should NOTA win the nomination for a partisan office, nominations may be 

reopened for one additional round of voting, with only new candidates eligible to 

run, plus NOTA.  If NOTA wins this additional round, then there will be no 

candidate for that race (non-suspendable). 

 

LANGUAGE IF PASSED: 
 

CONVENTION STANDING RULES 

 

Rule 3: Director Nominations and Balloting 

 

(a) The Chair shall announce which Director positions are open for election in the 

order in which they appear in the Bylaws.  The list of the names of the candidates 

for Director positions shall be posted or projected in lieu of being read.  Director 

positions to be elected to full terms shall be elected first, followed by Director 

positions to be elected to complete a term. 

(b) Nominations and/or declarations, nominating speeches, and elections shall take 

place in the order outlined above.  A nominating speech for “None of the Above” 

(NOTA) may be offered for any Director position.  The total duration of candidate 

and nominating speeches for each candidate (and also for NOTA) shall be no 

longer than five (5) minutes.  To respect the time of the Delegates, any 

nominating speech for NOTA that does not provide specific reasons why a 

candidate(s) should not be elected may be terminated abruptly at the discretion 

of the Chair.  Speech order between candidates for a position shall be 

determined by random draw. 

(c) Voting for Director positions shall be conducted via the following method: 

(1) For each ballot for a Director position, each Delegate shall vote for either one 

candidate or NOTA.  Voting for both one candidate and NOTA, or for more 

than one candidate, shall disqualify the ballot. 

(2) If upon tallying the ballots, no candidate earns a majority of the ballots cast, 

the lowest vote-earner (excluding NOTA) shall be dropped from the next 

ballot.  Candidates so dropped shall have, if they desire, one (1) minute to 

speak. 

(3) If NOTA earns a majority, then the Director position shall be reopened to new 

nominations, except that the candidates previously nominated shall be 

ineligible. 

 

Rule 4: Partisan Public Office Nominations and Balloting (When Applicable) 

 



(a) The Campaigns Director shall include in his report and announce a list of 

partisan public offices open for election in the following order. Nonpartisan offices 

shall not be included. 

(1) Federal Offices: 

(vii) Presidential Electors 

(viii) U.S. Senate 

(ix) U.S. House of Representatives, in order of district number 

(2) Statewide offices: 

(xiii) Governor 

(xiv) Lieutenant Governor 

(xv) Secretary of State 

(xvi) Treasurer 

(xvii) Attorney General 

(xviii) University of Colorado Regents at-large 

(3) State districted offices, in order of district number: 

(xiii) Board of Education 

(xiv) University of Colorado Regents 

(xv) Senate 

(xvi) Representative 

(xvii) District Attorney 

(xviii) Coroner 

(4) County offices, in alphabetical order by county: 

(xi) Sheriff 

(xii) Clerk and Recorder 

(xiii) Treasurer 

(xiv) Assessor 

(xv) County Commissioner, in order of district number 

(b) The Chair shall report and cause to be projected the offices in the order they 

appear in Rule 4(a). 

(c) Nominations and/or declarations, nominating speeches, and elections shall take 

place in the order outlined in Rule 4(a).  The total duration of candidate and 

nominating speeches and questions for each candidate shall be no longer than 

four (4) minutes.  A nominating speech for NOTA may be offered for any public 

office.  To respect the time of the Delegates, any nominating speech for NOTA 

that does not provide specific reasons why a candidate(s) should not be elected 

may be terminated abruptly at the discretion of the Chair.  NOTA is always a 

voting choice (non-suspendable) but is not considered to be a candidate.  For 

each ballot for a nomination, each Delegate shall vote for either candidate(s) or 

NOTA, but not both.  Voting for both candidate(s) and NOTA shall disqualify the 

ballot. 

(d) Should a written ballot be required, the candidate(s) (or NOTA) that the 

Delegates choose to vote for shall be written in by the Delegates on the ballots 

they receive, using the approval voting process (non-suspendable).  Delegates 



shall legibly print their name and sign each of their ballots.  Any ballot with an 

illegibly-printed name shall be disqualified. 

(e) Should NOTA win the nomination for a partisan office, nominations may be 

reopened for one additional round of voting, with only new candidates eligible to 

run, plus NOTA.  If NOTA wins this additional round, then there will be no 

candidate for that race (non-suspendable). 

 


